
 

A Synthesis Of The Guiding Framework For The  
Design And Development Of Kindergarten To Grade 12  

Provincial Curriculum (Programs Of Study) 
 

The Guiding Framework can be found online at : 
https://education.alberta.ca/curriculum-development/how-is-curriculum-developed/every
one/curriculum-development-process/ 
 
“The primary role of The Guiding Framework is to set a common direction for provincial 
curriculum development, using plain language while preserving the complexity 
appropriate for professional teachers.” 
 
 
 
Values in Alberta Education (page 3) 
 
The framework 
document reflects 
government policy 
for and 
commitments to 8 
values in Alberta 
education. 
 
 
 
 
 
Student Values (page 3) 
 
Students are at the heart of Alberta’s Kindergarten to Grade 12 (K–12) 
education system. The following vision articulates hopes and 
expectations for all students: “Students are lifelong learners inspired to 
pursue their aspirations and interests; achieve fulfilment and success; 
and contribute to communities and the world”.   Student Values 
represent beliefs about the important and desirable characteristics for 
Alberta’s students. 
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Features Common to Provincial Curriculum (page 13) 
 

 
 
 
 
Common Language “will be used throughout future documents.  
Language will be consistent and honour the recognition and  
preservation of the nature of knowledge in a particular subject (page 13) Language 
when updated, will be updated throughout all curriculum”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Common Architecture and design will 
be used throughout all curricula.  As of 
2018, this is what the draft curriculum 
looks like the graphic on the right” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Common approach to “defining the scope and depth of learning outcomes and 
associated competencies will ensure equity of learning opportunities for all students”. 
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6 Principles of provincial curriculum  (page 13) 
 
“The principles provide direction and guidance and ensure consistency in the common 
design and development of all provincial curriculum. These principles are 
interdependent and apply to all subjects.” 
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Twelve Standards for provincial curriculum (page 14) 
 
“The 12 standards ensure the principles are a reflection in all provincial curriculum. The  
standards are broken into three categories:”  

 
1. Provincial Curriculum 

 

1.Curriculum is 
designed to enable 
learning opportunities 
that are equitable, 
inclusive and 
accessible to all 
Alberta Students (page 
23) 

2.Curriculum include 
multiple, diverse 
perspectives that 
reflect our pluralistic 
society and the 
important roles and 
responsibilities of 
Alberta citizens within 
provincial, national, 
and international 
contexts (page 24) 

3.Curriculum includes 
ways of knowing and 
diverse perspectives, in 
historical and 
contemporary contexts, 
of First Nations, Métis 
and Inuit. (page 24) 

4.Curriculum includes the 
diverse perspectives, in 
historical and 
contemporary contexts, 
of Francophones living 
in Alberta, Canada and 
the world. (page 24) 

5.Curriculum is 
developmentally 
appropriate and 
written in clear and 
concise language for 
its intended audience 
and includes 
observable or 
measurable learning 
outcomes. (page 25) 

6.Curriculum is written 
to facilitate holistic 
student development. 
(page 25) 

7.Curriculum provides 
clear evidence of 
support for literacy and 
numeracy within and 
across subjects. (page 
16-17 and page 25) 

8.Curriculum provides 
clear evidence of 
competencies within and 
across subjects.(page 
15-16, 26, 28 - 31) 

 
2. Assessment 

 

9.Assessments, whether classroom-based or provincial, are purposeful, fair and 
respectful of diverse learning needs. (page 26) 

10.Provincial assessments include the reporting of student learning and student  
Achievement. (page 26) 

 
3. Processes 

 

11. Quality curriculum is developed and reviewed regularly to ensure continual improvement using 
consistent processes as outlined in Alberta’s three interconnected phases: Shaping, Developing and 
Implementing (page 27) 

12. Curriculum is reviewed for accuracy, currency and relevance with a 48-month cycle. (page 27) 
 
Reference: The Guiding Framework for the Design and Development of Kindergarten to Grade 12 Provinvial Curriculum Programs 
of Study (April 2017)  https://education.alberta.ca/media/3575996/curriculum-development-guiding-framework.pdf 
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