
Communica�on

What is Communica�on?

www.bit.ly/competencyvideo2  

Ÿ Think of a recent experience that demonstrated 
the value of communica�on skills. Drawing upon 
your own experience, why is the development of 
this competency important?

Ÿ How can a focus on communica�on help students 
achieve the learner outcomes? How might it apply 
and/or look different in your subject area and 
grade level? 

Ÿ What strategies and approaches have you 
incorporated in your program to support student 
development of communica�on? 

Ÿ What type of classroom environment supports 
communica�on?

Ÿ How might we adapt our prac�ce to guide 
students with varying levels and expressive 
modali�es to develop this competency?

Ÿ How might we lead students to approach this 
competency with a growth mindset, and learn to 
value the process, not just focus on the message?

Ÿ How might we model verbal, nonverbal and ac�ve 
listening behaviours, ways of thinking and 
communica�ve language in order to integrate this 
competency in our daily prac�ce and help students 
prac�ce metacogni�on?

Ÿ Brainstorm examples of what feedback would look 
like/sound like to foster student growth in 
communica�ve skills. 

Learning Guide

Use this Learning Guide a�er viewing

Ques�ons for Reflec�on and 
Discussion:

For more informa�on:

Co-Construc�ng Success Criteria, 
Canadian Educa�on Associa�on

What Great Listeners Actually Do 
Harvard Business Review

Appendix:  Protocols and Resources
Expedi�onary Learning

Ac�vi�es to Promote Interac�on and Communica�on 

Ÿ Model and use communica�on skills, a�tudes 
and vocabulary in your classroom.

Ÿ Develop a culture of trust, mutual respect, and 
open communica�on in the classroom.

Ÿ Help students iden�fy the purpose of their 
message in rela�on to a specific audience, context 
or culture.

  
Ÿ Teach students how to engage in “ac�ve 

listening”, using skills such as asking ques�ons for 
clarity, paraphrasing, gently challenging 
assump�ons, engaging in dialogue, and ensuring 
the conversa�on flows smoothly in both 
direc�ons.

Ÿ Aid students in understanding how people's 
values, experiences and culture influence the way 
they communicate and perceive messages.

Ÿ Provide �me for students to reflect on and 
evaluate their growth related to communica�ng 
effec�vely.

Ÿ Paraphrasing
Ÿ Speak, write, draw and gesture ideas
Ÿ Share ideas for a different audience
Ÿ Listen or read for underlying messages
Ÿ Use language, symbols or gestures concisely
Ÿ Present in mul�ple forms
Ÿ Ask clarifying ques�ons
Ÿ Iden�fy the informa�on gap
Ÿ Conversa�on grid
Ÿ Use technology to create and share ideas and 

acquire feedback
Ÿ Prac�ce ac�ve listening

Sample Student Learning Tasks

Sample Strategies for Educators:
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http://www.cal.org/caela/tools/program_development/elltoolkit/Part2-41Interaction&Communication.pdf

