
Cri�cal Thinking – Problem Solving – Managing Informa�on – Crea�vity and Innova�on – 

Communica�on - Collabora�on - Cultural and Global Ci�zenship – Personal Growth and Well-being

Involves using reasoning and criteria to conceptualize, evaluate or 
synthesize ideas. Students reflect on their thinking to improve it. 
They challenge assump�ons behind thoughts, beliefs or ac�ons. 
Students value honesty, fairness and open-mindedness. 

CRITICAL THINKING INDICATORS:

Teachers design learning opportuni�es where 
students …
Ÿ develop and use relevant criteria to guide 

their thinking and decision making.

Ÿ jus�fy their thinking or conclusions with 
evidence and clear lines of reasoning.

Ÿ ques�on, analyze and evaluate informa�on.

Ÿ build their capacity for cri�cal thinking by 
developing background knowledge and using 
vocabulary and values associated with cri�cal 
thinking.

Ÿ engage in rigorous inves�ga�ons to make 
sense of the world.

Ÿ challenge the assump�ons behind ideas, 
beliefs or ac�ons from a variety of sources, 
perspec�ves and disciplines.

Ÿ place a greater value on the process of 
thinking cri�cally than on task comple�on.

ENABLING STUDENTS TO THINK 
CRITICALLY:

Source: Gini-Newman, G. & Case, R. (2015). Crea�ng Thinking 
Classrooms: Leading educa�onal change for a 21st century world. 
Vancouver: The Cri�cal Thinking Consor�um. 

Alberta students:  
Ques�on, reflect, evaluate, analyze, 
synthesize, conceptualize, and reason

Alberta students value:  
Honesty, intellectual integrity, fairness, 
and open-mindedness 

Demonstra�ng intellectual integrity, fairness 
and open-mindedness

Synthesizing thoughts and informa�on to 
discover or extend understandings

Reflec�ng upon and evalua�ng reason behind 
thoughts, beliefs or ac�ons

Applying reasoned approaches or relevant 
criteria to conceptualize, analyze or make 
judgements

Ques�oning and analyzing evidence, 
asser�ons or assump�ons
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These materials are available as a result of a grant from Alberta Educa�on (2016) 
to support implementa�on.For further supports, visit your regional consor�um. 
Permission granted to adapt/adopt consor�a prepared materials under the 
following Crea�ve Commons license: 


