
 

September 2016 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Learning 
Guide 

2 of 3 What does the Learning Commons Policy mean for  
schools and school jurisdictions?  
 

The intent of this learning guide is to develop and support awareness 
and understanding of the Alberta Education Learning Commons Policy 
and Guidelines and to provide direction for the transformation of a library 
into a learning commons. This series of learning guides addresses:   

1. What is a learning commons? 
2. What does the Learning Commons Policy mean for schools 

and school jurisdictions?  
3. How do the Standards of Practice for school library learning 

commons in Canada provide direction and support?  

 

 

 

This Learning Guide is designed for use by professional 
learning communities for teachers, teacher librarians, 

library technicians/assistants, principals and 
learning/instructional coaches, or as a self-paced study 
to explore how the creation of a learning commons can 

support student success. 
 

 
This learning guide is intended to be used after viewing the video 
clip What does the Learning Commons Policy Mean for Schools 
and School Jurisdictions? from a presentation by Nicole Lakusta 
(Parkland School District) and Louise Osland (ERLC) at “Leading 
into the Future with Learning Commons” at the CASS and Alberta 

Education Annual Learning Conference in March 2016. 

 

Big Idea: The learning commons approach functions best when learning experiences in the school 
community are coordinated to support student learning outcomes through collaborative planning, teaching 
and assessing. (Alberta Education, Learning Commons Guidelines) 

 

Key understandings: 

 
Key Elements of a Learning Commons: 
 The needs of the learner are considered in its 

design so that it is student-centred, 
collaborative, personalized and supportive of all 
learners. 

 The teaching pedagogy is varied and highly 
engaging and includes inquiry and experiential 
learning. 

 The virtual site is safe, reliable, accessible and 
flexible to serve the needs of all learners. 

 The physical space is flexible, welcoming, 
available, and rich in both print and technology. 

 Looks somewhat different in each school.  
 
Transition from Library to Learning Commons:  

 Staff can create a common vision by exploring: 

o current practices and culture within the 

school and current use of the library 

o components within current library practices 

and culture that purposefully support student 

learning 

o current use of the virtual environment to 

support student learning 
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o the environments and pedagogy that work 
best for the grade levels of students in the 
school 

o overcoming challenges with physical space 
o level of expertise of staff members 
o planning to make changes while staying 

within the current budget and staffing 
allocation. 

 
Benefits of a Learning Commons (Alberta 
Education): 
 Promote global and cultural understanding as 

students collaborate with their local and 
broader communities to investigate and create 
solutions to complex problems. 

 Emphasize active and collaborative 
engagement and encourage the co-creation of 
knowledge by all learners. 

 The virtual aspect of a learning commons (VLC) 
promotes more efficient use of technology for 
the creation and sharing of knowledge as well 
as enabling 24/7 access to resources and 
shared collaborative space for all students. 

 Research shows improved student 
achievement and literacy development for 
students who have access to quality school 
library services such as learning commons. 
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Questions for discussion: 

 

1. Who will champion the pedagogical shift 
needed to ensure the learning commons 
becomes more than just a reconfigured 
space?  

2. How are staff, students and stakeholders 
becoming informed of the learning 
commons philosophy? How will shared 
ownership of the learning commons be 
established?  

3. Is digital citizenship part of the learning 
commons plan?  

4. Is the collection current, balanced (print, 
video, audio, digital) and accessible to 
multiple users? Has the collection been 
weeded, replenished and kept in good 
repair?  

5. How will timetabling and scheduling be 
adapted to support the learning commons 
philosophy?  

6. What are the opportunities and challenges 
we face as a school community in creating 
a learning commons? 

7. Discuss how the following statement might 
influence your plans for a learning 
commons:  
 
“Building a learning commons involves 
much more than adding in technology, 
buying some ebooks and making the 
furniture movable: instead it is about the 
actions of the teacher-librarian and school 
staff. You can call any space a learning 
commons, but is it just the old library? Is it 
simply a redecorated room without life or 
activity? If you get funky furniture and 
fabulous technology, but use the space only 
for exchanging books or as a computer lab 
for classes, you are missing the point.” 

 
 

For more information: 
 
 Alberta Education Learning Commons 

Policy and Guidelines 

 Calgary Board of Education - Library to 

Learning Commons: Implementation 

Guide 

 Chinook’s Edge: Implementing Library 

Transformation: Creating a Learning 

Commons 

 College of Alberta School 

Superintendents and Alberta Learning 

Annual Learning Conference 2016 - 

Leading into the Future with Learning 

Commons 

 ERLC - What does a school staff need to 

know about Library Learning Commons? 

Learning Guide 

 Leading Learning - Standards of Practice 

for School Library Learning Commons in 

Canada 2014 

 Learning Commons:  More than Just a 

Name 

 Transformation to Learning Commons 

Rocky View Schools -  Planning 

Framework 
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