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Learning 
Guide 

3 of 3 How do the Standards of Practice for school Library Learning 

Commons in Canada provide direction and support? 

The intent of this learning guide is to develop and support awareness 
and understanding of the Alberta Education Learning Commons Policy 
and Guidelines and to provide direction for the transformation of a library 
into a learning commons. This series of learning guides addresses:   

1. What is a learning commons? 
2. What does the Learning Commons Policy mean for schools 

and school jurisdictions?  
3. How do the Standards of Practice for school library learning 

commons in Canada provide direction and support?  

 

 

 

This Learning Guide is designed for use by professional 
learning communities for teachers, teacher librarians, 

library technicians/assistants, principals and 
learning/instructional coaches, or as a self-paced study 
to explore how the creation of a learning commons can 

support student success. 
 

 
This learning guide is intended to be used after viewing the video clip 

How do the Standards of Practice for school Library Learning 
Commons in Canada provide direction and support for this work? from 

a presentation by Nicole Lakusta (Parkland School District) and 
Louise Osland (ERLC) at “Leading into the Future with Learning 
Commons” at the CASS and Alberta Education Annual Learning 

Conference in March 2016. 

 

Big Idea: Support for learning commons should be seen as a collaborative endeavour between school 
districts, their schools and the stakeholders in the schools. The creation of a shared vision provides 
guidance by stating what it wishes to attain, an implementation plan and a way to determine progress. 

 

Key understandings: 

 
 Districts support their schools best by working 

towards a shared understanding of and commitment 
to their respective roles and responsibilities in the 
implementation of the Learning Commons Policy. 

 To ensure success, there needs to be a collective 
responsibility of all stakeholders for the transition. It 
cannot rest with a single individual. Everyone needs 
to understand his or her role and responsibilities.  

 Planning collaboratively, at the district level, will result 
in successful implementation and assure fidelity to 
the plan for all students. This requires an 
understanding of the seven essential conditions 
associated with a successful implementation: shared 
vision, leadership, research and evidence, resources, 
teacher professional growth, time, and community 
engagement. (A Guide to Support Implementation: 
Essential Conditions) 

 At the school level, the principal is key in establishing 
and encouraging working partnerships among staff 
and students. The principal must establish a climate 
of cooperation, experimentation and growth. The 
learning commons has great potential, but only when 
everyone participates. (Ontario School Library 
Association, Together for Learning 2010, p. 40) 
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 District level support may involve:  
o identification of a professional staff member with 

divisional responsibility 
o identification of a learning commons staff member 

from each school 
o regular meetings (5-6 times throughout the school 

year) for a minimum of a half day; and  
o professional learning opportunities that focus on 

the Ministerial Order on Student Learning, the 
Learning and Technology Policy Framework and 
the Standards of Practice for School Library 
Learning Commons in Canada 2014.  

 Leading Learning provides a vision and strategies for 
those responsible for and committed to viable and 
successful school libraries in Canada. The standards it 
presents can be used as guideposts along the 
implementation journey. Suggestions for getting 
started are found in the Moving Forward section, with 
implementation strategies and background resources 
that provide further direction and support. Leading 
Learning identifies themes in each standard, 
and provides growth indicators for each stage with 
real-life Canadian exemplars. Every school can find its 
place in this framework, allowing the learning 
commons team to assess its program and choose 
areas for growth that match the school’s goals.  
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https://education.alberta.ca/learning-commons/learning-commons/
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https://youtu.be/WLGepVka4dU
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http://www.essentialconditions.ca/essentialconditions_eng.pdf
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http://clatoolbox.ca/casl/slic/llsop.pdf
http://clatoolbox.ca/casl/slic/llsop.pdf
http://apsds.org/wp-content/uploads/Standards-of-Practice-for-SchoolLibrary-Learning-Commons-in-Canada-2014.pdf
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Questions for discussion: 
 

 How do we inform stakeholders, 

where applicable, of their roles and 

the need for understanding the 

Standards of Practice for Effective 

School Library Learning Commons? 

 What is the district vision for the 
Learning Commons Policy? 

 What can the district do to support 
all schools in the transformation of 
libraries into learning commons? 

 What can the school administrative 
and professional staff do to support 
the transformation of libraries into 
learning commons? 

 How will the success of the school 
learning commons be assessed? 
What indicators of success are most 
important/significant?  

 How do we ensure the sustainability 
of the learning commons as 
members join and leave school or 
district sites? 

        
For more information: 

 
 Alberta Education Learning 

Commons Policy and Guidelines 

 Calgary Board of Education - 

Library to Learning Commons: 

Implementation Guide 

 Chinook’s Edge: Implementing 

Library Transformation: Creating a 

Learning Commons 

 College of Alberta School 

Superintendents and Alberta 

Learning Annual Learning 

Conference 2016 - Leading into the 

Future with Learning Commons 

 ERLC - What does a school staff 

need to know about Library 

Learning Commons? Learning 

Guide 

 Leading Learning - Standards of 

Practice for School Library Learning 

Commons in Canada 2014 

 Learning Commons:  More than 

Just a Name 

 Transformation to Learning 

Commons Rocky View Schools 

-  Planning Framework 

 
 

Acknowledgement: 

This guide was developed by the Edmonton Regional Learning 
Consortium and funded through a grant from Alberta Education to 
support implementation. It is provided for free in support of 
improved teaching and learning under the following Creative 

Commons license.  

 

                 

https://education.alberta.ca/learning-commons/learning-commons/
https://education.alberta.ca/learning-commons/learning-commons/
http://www.cbeilc.info/l2lc/files/2013/05/Library_Learning_Commons_Implementation_Guide.pdf
http://www.cbeilc.info/l2lc/files/2013/05/Library_Learning_Commons_Implementation_Guide.pdf
http://www.cbeilc.info/l2lc/files/2013/05/Library_Learning_Commons_Implementation_Guide.pdf
http://www.chinooksedge.ab.ca/documents/general/Implementation%20Guide.pdf
http://www.chinooksedge.ab.ca/documents/general/Implementation%20Guide.pdf
http://www.chinooksedge.ab.ca/documents/general/Implementation%20Guide.pdf
http://o.b5z.net/i/u/10063916/f/Leading_into_the_Future_with_Learning_Commons.pdf
http://o.b5z.net/i/u/10063916/f/Leading_into_the_Future_with_Learning_Commons.pdf
http://o.b5z.net/i/u/10063916/f/Leading_into_the_Future_with_Learning_Commons.pdf
http://o.b5z.net/i/u/10063916/f/Leading_into_the_Future_with_Learning_Commons.pdf
http://o.b5z.net/i/u/10063916/f/Leading_into_the_Future_with_Learning_Commons.pdf
http://erlc.ca/resources/resources/administrators_learning_guides/documents/library-learning-commons-learning-guide.pdf
http://erlc.ca/resources/resources/administrators_learning_guides/documents/library-learning-commons-learning-guide.pdf
http://erlc.ca/resources/resources/administrators_learning_guides/documents/library-learning-commons-learning-guide.pdf
http://erlc.ca/resources/resources/administrators_learning_guides/documents/library-learning-commons-learning-guide.pdf
http://clatoolbox.ca/casl/slic/llsop.pdf
http://clatoolbox.ca/casl/slic/llsop.pdf
http://clatoolbox.ca/casl/slic/llsop.pdf
http://aslc.ca/blog/learning-commons-more-than-just-a-name
http://aslc.ca/blog/learning-commons-more-than-just-a-name
http://www.rockyview.ab.ca/home/21stC/teaching/assets/learning-commons-planning-framework
http://www.rockyview.ab.ca/home/21stC/teaching/assets/learning-commons-planning-framework
http://www.rockyview.ab.ca/home/21stC/teaching/assets/learning-commons-planning-framework

