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Learning 
Guide 

1 of 3 What is a Learning Commons? 

The intent of this learning guide is to develop and support awareness 
and understanding of the Alberta Education Learning Commons Policy 
and Guidelines and to provide direction for the transformation of a library 
into a learning commons. This series of learning guides addresses: 

1. What is a learning commons? 
2. What does the learning commons policy mean for schools and 

school jurisdictions?  
3. How do the standards of practice for school library learning 

commons in Canada provide direction and support?  

 

 

 

This Learning Guide is designed for use by professional 
learning communities for teachers, teacher librarians, 

library technicians/assistants, principals and 
learning/instructional coaches, or as a self-paced study 
to explore how the creation of a learning commons can 

support student success. 
 

 
This learning guide is intended to be used after viewing the video 
clip What is a learning commons? from a presentation by Nicole 
Lakusta (Parkland School District) and Louise Osland (ERLC) at 

“Leading into the Future with Learning Commons” at the CASS and 
Alberta Education Annual Learning Conference in March 2016. 

 

Big Idea: A learning commons is a shift in thinking from a library as a physical space that is a repository of 
books, to an inclusive, flexible, learner-centred, physical and/or virtual space for collaboration, inquiry, 
imagination and play to expand and deepen learning. (Alberta Education, Learning Commons Policy and 
Guidelines) 
 
Key understandings: 

 

 The Learning Commons Policy is complex in 
terms of the language and concepts within it. 
It is important for all involved (students, school 
staff, parents and other stakeholders) to spend 
time examining the policy and to seek a shared 
understanding.   

 The Learning Commons Guidelines provide a 
vision for a learning commons, yet allow the 
flexibility for each school or jurisdiction to 
decide what their facility and implementation 
plan will look like. There is no single way to do 
it, as each school’s learning commons will look 
different depending upon the local context. 

 All stakeholders need to work together to 
ensure the success of the learning commons 
in supporting the learning of all students. 

 Literacy remains a key focus of the learning 
commons, including digital information and 
media literacy.  

 

 

 

 
 Alberta Education offers the following 

considerations for transforming a library into a 
learning commons:  

  
o As schools change, school libraries must 

also evolve from simply providing 
information to students to engaging students 
and helping prepare them to become critical 
thinkers, evaluators, users and creators of 
information and knowledge.  

o In addition to providing access to traditional 
forms of knowledge like books, periodicals 
and print media, a learning commons will 
provide students with access to other forms 
of media and devices to create and share 
knowledge and understanding. 

o Students can determine how best to use the 
space and resources to study or to work on 
school assignments, projects or coursework, 
individually or with others. 

o Students, teachers, administrators, parents 
and the community can also use the space 
for instruction, social or collaborative 
learning, production and presentation. 

  

 

https://education.alberta.ca/learning-commons/learning-commons/
https://education.alberta.ca/learning-commons/learning-commons/
https://youtu.be/Bz7PA5cm_N8
https://education.alberta.ca/learning-commons/learning-commons/everyone/support-documents/
https://education.alberta.ca/learning-commons/learning-commons/everyone/support-documents/
https://education.alberta.ca/learning-commons/learning-commons/
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Questions for discussion: 

 

1. What are the potential benefits of a 
learning commons in supporting the 
learning of all students?  

2. Why do we need to shift our thinking 
from a traditional library to a learning 
commons? 

3. After examining the Policy and 
Guidelines, what questions do you 
have?  

4. How can we ensure that all 
stakeholders (school staff, students, 
parents, community members) 
contribute to the creation and success 
of the learning commons? How will 
shared ownership of the learning 
commons be established?  

5. What will need to happen in the 
learning commons to move student 
learning forward?  

6. How will we decide: What can stay the 
same? should be removed? needs to 
be tweaked? needs radical redesign? 

7. What are the professional learning 
needs of all staff to enable full 
participation in the learning commons 
approach to teaching and learning?  

8. How will we measure progress and the 
effectiveness of the learning 
commons? 

 

For more information: 
 

 Alberta Education Learning 

Commons Policy and Guidelines 

 Calgary Board of Education - Library 

to Learning Commons: 

Implementation Guide 

 Chinook’s Edge: Implementing 

Library Transformation: Creating a 

Learning Commons 

 College of Alberta School 

Superintendents and Alberta 

Learning Annual Learning 

Conference 2016 - Leading into the 

Future with Learning Commons 

 ERLC - What does a school staff 

need to know about Library Learning 

Commons? Learning Guide 

 Leading Learning - Standards of 

Practice for School Library Learning 

Commons in Canada 2014 

 Learning Commons:  More than Just 

a Name 

 Transformation to Learning 

Commons Rocky View Schools 

-  Planning Framework 
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